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Life and Death of a Sup

He Had a Tantalizing Inside Story, anc
Eagerly Bought It—FEven If They Had |
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EDITOR'S NOTE: On November 17.
1982. Edwin Paul Wilson was convicted
in US District Court in Alexandria of
illegally smuggling pisiols and an M-16
rifle 10 Libva in 1979. It swas the first of
the irials thar would focus on interna-
tional arms smuggling thar netted Wilson
and others millions of dollars.

A kev figure in the case was Kevin
Mulcahy. the alcoholic ex-agent whose
obsessive pursuit of Wilson carried him
through many different roles: as under-
cover investigator. wirness, and self-
serving entrepreneur.

Bui his ieast-known role was as a jour-
naiistic *'supersource’’ who ar one time
had the nation’s leading nerworks and
newspapers \vving 1o exploir his insider’s
knowledge. Dale Van Ana. a reporier

Jor the Jack Anderson column. who fer-

reted our much of the Wilson saga, re-
veals the game of journalistic intrigue
pleved by Mulcahy.

Kevin Mulcahy. a onetime Central In-
telligence Agency computer-and-com-
munications specialist. was 35 when he
first telt he hud a stQry to tell to the press.

He phoned one of the biggest names
in journalism. Bob Woodward of the
Wasitington Post. When they met in
Woodward's home on April 14, 1977,
Mulcahy pegan to unravel the now-fa-
miliar tale of ex-CIA operator Edwin Paul
Wilson and the school for spies and ter-
rorists he bad allegedly set up in Libya
for Colone! Muammar Qaddafi. Though
Woodward had already published part of
the story two days earlier. Mulcahy pro-
vided impontant addiuonal information
and at least half a dozen new leads. The
story that would develop vears later into
a major one was filed away in a three-
page memo and virtualiv forgotten by
Woodward.

When Kevin Mulcahy decided to go
public again in early 19%1. he called me.

This time he wasn’t willing to let the
story drop. as he'd done with Wood-
ward. Then. Mulcahy explained. he had
been ucting ax an ad hoc FBI agent fer-
reting out Woodward's sources for them.
Now h; W J\' serious about being a source
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